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Register Now and Save!  



 Early Bird Rate: $195 plus GST www.saffron-ssac.com


                        $250 plus GST after Feb. 28, 2010 
Choose Two Exciting Workshops: 10:30 am – 12 noon

Thursday April 22 and Friday April 23, 2010

· Cell Phones – the ‘Electronic Leash’ and ‘Sexting’ – Understanding how cell phones with Internet capabilities are putting our youth at risk of online stalking, harassment and possible criminal behaviour. Learn how ‘Sexting,’ has become current risky popular behaviour of today’s teens Presenter: Dorthe Flauer, Executive Director SAFFRON Centre- Offered Thursday and Friday
· Teaching Kids to Take Back Pop Culture: Many ideas about violence, sexuality, bullying, and body image emerge from a mainstream pop culture that is all too pervasive in our society. In this workshop, based on his award-winning book The Big Book of DIY Pop Culture: A How To Guide for Young Artists, Hal Niedzviecki will explain the importance of teaching students to think critically about pop culture. He will take participants through the kinds of presentations he's done with young people over the years and share his best techniques to initiate a discussion about pop culture. Hal will explore how workshops on pop culture for young people can address myriad social issues and have a lasting impact on young people thereby gaining a better understanding of the media environment they live in, and how they can use the mass media to create compelling, truthful and important representations of everyday life in their communities. Presenter: Hal Niedzviecki, Author - Thursday 
· Going M.I.L.E.S with Technology – Going Miles is a non-profit organization founded by popular actor Dakota House, created for the sole purpose of fostering a positive environment for Aboriginal youth.  In this workshop, Dakota will be teaching youth to speak; to be heard; to be inspired; and empowered to lead and support as they access the newest media technology. Presenter: Dakota House, CEO and Founder of GOING MILES Foundation- offered Thursday and Friday.
· Censor Yourself: What Happens When Youth Press Send – understanding Public and Private domains, and how parents, educators and professionals can help youth develop personal boundaries to protect their personal information and identity.  At the same time, we need to educate and support youth to understand the consequences of their actions when they post inappropriate messages, pictures and videos. Presenter: Katie Kitschke, Public Educator, SAFFRON Centre- Thursday
· Losing Touch with Nature – this workshop will address the negative impacts of technology that is marketed to parents of babies and toddlers.  Human beings need to be 
interact with nature and to learn what the grass feels like, what it’s like to hug a tree, and how to play and splash in the rain and mud puddles.  These are not sensations that can be learned or felt through a television or computer monitor.  Research is now suggesting that children under two years of age should not be watching television for any length of time, if at all. Presenter: TBA- Thursday
· Impact of Technology on Brain Development – the latest research today indicates that there are many long-term risks with over-exposure to online gaming, cell phones and other technology.  Researchers have determined that the levels of ‘multi-tasking’ that are youth are involved with today may not be positive in that the levels of focus and task completion decline with overuse.  Many youth socializing only online are affected by isolation, obesity, poor health and high-risk behaviours. Presenter: TBA-Thursday
· Victims have Rights.....Every Victim Matters -When crime happens, how do victims move on with life? What supports assist them and how do they learn about their rights to be heard?  Correctional Services of Canada provides assistance to victims harmed by offenders serving a sentence of two years or more.   As internet crimes against children and youth are becoming more prevalent, there are more offenders serving federal time for these crimes.  These children and youth have been impacted by technology in an inappropriate way with life-long effects.   This workshop will help victims and Victim Service providers to understand the legislation that mandates CSC to work with victims of crime. Presenters: Andrea Dow and Laurie Burnout, Victim Services Branch, CSC – offered Thursday and Friday
· The Online Battle with Gaming and Youth – this workshop will address the issues of online and multiplayer gaming technology that youth are bombarded with today.  Researchers and sociologists are showing a direct correlation between aggression levels, anxiety levels and levels of desensitization of youth who are over using the technology.  There are also links between immediate aggressive thoughts, behaviours and emotions for youth who are exposed to violent media. Presenter: TBA- offered Thursday and Friday
· Cyberbullying – learning about the issues surrounding the new way of bullying that is shadowed in anonymity, happening often without consequences in tragic ways. Presenter: Bill Belsey, ‘Making a Difference’ www.cyberbullying.ca -Friday
· Sexual Exploitation at our Fingertips – An ‘In-Case’ Analysis -learn about the risks and threats to youth online and how not only the ‘unknown’ perpetrator can access their information, but also how ‘friends’ can be your worst enemy today.  Presenter: Sgt. Pat Waldorf, RCMP, .IC.E. Unit -Friday
· It’s not Sex It’s Popularity -Remember when popularity meant being the cheerleaders or jocks of the school?  NOT ANYMORE... This workshop will explore how today’s teens are over-exposed, over- stimulated and over-sexualized by technology. Gain knowledge about how youth are learning and reacting to the various types of media that they access. The easy, accessible technology has increasingly changed our way of living. Our children are engaging in risky sexual behaviors that have been normalized and accepted by a society that has been taught to expect instant gratification. We are now faced with the consequences for our youth who believe that, 'it's not about sex, it's all about popularity.' Presenters: Teri Stannard, ONYX Facilitator, SAFFRON Centre, Tracy Zala, Next Step Outreach School, -Friday
· Social Networking - Saving Face Online....Today we have all of the various social networking media sites that lure us to share our personal lives with virtual strangers that become 'friends.'  What does it mean to be a 'virtual' friend?  What are the benefits and/or risks of sharing online?  How much personal information should one share; who needs to know what; is nothing in our lives private anymore? Learn about the various sites and how to use them safely.  Hear about the many ways that social media users have become victims of cyberbullying, threats and harassment and tragically often suicide. Why do we feel drawn to the anonymity of the computer screen to share our most intimate thoughts, hopes and dreams with people we may never meet?  Has social networking become our 'new-age’ virtual pen-pal? Presenter: Katie Kitschke, Public Educator, SAFFRON Centre- Friday



























