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- Dear Minister,

The Canadian Resource Centre for Victims of Crime is a national, non-government agency
dedicated to providing a voice for victims and survivors of violent crime in Canada. We are
writing to you concerning the tragic murder of Katelynn Sampson in August of this year by a
woman who was permitted to be this young child’s guardian despite her criminal record for
prostitution, drugs and violence.

It is clear that improvements are needed to the child protection system in Ontario. We believe
there is a serious problem with a system that allows one parent to surrender custody of their child
through a simple process in a family law court, which does not require an investigation to ensure
the new guardian will provide a safe, healthy and caring environment.

We strongly believe that child protection agencies must be involved in all child custody matters
in Ontario. Such agencies could then conduct background checks, home visits and provide
ongoing support to ensure that children are protected from harm.

What happened to Katelynn is especially horrific because it could have been prevented. Change
is needed to ensure that this sort of systemic failure never occurs again in Ontario.

We look forward to your response.
Sincerely,
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Heidi Hlmgwoﬂh
Executive Director
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